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contain almost complete information about what is going
on in all parts of the world, but it is only natural that not a
hundreddi part of these reports ever reaches the Pope's
ear.
The Pope, therefore, relies on his Bishops for much of
his information on what is going on in the world, and there
are few young Bishops in the world. It is also almost im-
possible for any person who is not middle-aged and has not
made a name for himself to be received in private audience.
One can safely say that the Pope is given advice by
men who were already grown up before the Great War,
It might be argued that since there are so many diilerent
departments at the Vatican, whose heads, themselves
cardinals, advise the Pope, on the whole it does not
much matter how the Pope is personally advised since,
when he acts, he acts on the suggestions of his cardinals.
That, however, from all one can hear, is far from the
case, for the present Pope, as many an Italian who ought to
know will tell you, is far more of a Mussolini and an
autocratic dictator than is Mussolini himself.
There are now so many books written and so much has
been spoken about Pius XI that one can judge For one's
self about the man without much difficulty* It, however,
must help everybody in their judgment if they can see a
little of him themselves, and the first impressions are
quite likely to influence one in the future, especially when
one studies the surroundings and the atmosphere in which
the Pope must work,
My own first audience was entirely unexpected- It
was in 1932, A few days before, I had reached Genoa on
an Italian freight boat in which I was the only passenger
and on which I had been cruising through the Gulf of